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Toplines 
October 2020 University of Massachusetts Amherst Poll of Likely Voters 

 
 

Field Dates: October 20 – October 27, 2020  
Sample: 1500 Likely Voters in United States 

Oversample of White Working Class Voters (N=500)  
Margin of Error: 3.1% for All Likely Voters 

 
YouGov interviewed 1,792 respondents who were then matched down to a sample of 1,667 
registered voters and then subset on 1,500 likely voters to produce the final dataset. The likely 
voter subset included an oversample of 500 white voters with lower educational attainment. 
 
The full set of survey starts were matched to a sampling frame of registered voters on gender, 
age, race, and education. The frame was constructed by stratified sampling from the registered 
voter portion of the 2016 Current Population Survey sample with selection within strata by 
weighted sampling with replacements (using the person weights on the public use file). 
 
The matched cases were weighted to the sampling frame using propensity scores. The matched 
cases and the frame were combined and a logistic regression was estimated for inclusion in the 
frame. The propensity score function included age, gender, race/ethnicity, and years of 
education. The propensity scores were grouped into deciles of the estimated propensity score in 
the frame and post-stratified according to these deciles. 
 
The weights were then post-stratified on 2016 Presidential vote choice, and a four-way 
stratification of gender, age (4-categories), race (4- categories), and education (4-categories). 
Finally, the weights were subset on likely voters and trimmed and re-centered to produce the 
final weight. 
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Prof. Jesse Rhodes, Ph.D. – Associate Director  jrhodes@polsci.umass.edu 
Prof. Alex Theodoridis, Ph.D. – Associate Director  atheodoridis@umass.edu 
Greg Wall, Research Fellow     gwall@umass.edu 
Asm Safwan Rob, Research Fellow    arob@umass.edu 
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Party Represent (N=) 
 
How well or poorly would you say the two major parties represent people like you? 
 
 Very Well Somewhat Well Somewhat Poorly Very Poorly N 
Republican Party 18% 24% 13% 45% 1499 
Democratic Party 19% 29% 15% 38% 1500 

 
 
 
What one word would you use to describe each of the following? 
 
The Democratic Party 
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What one word would you use to describe each of the following? 
 
The Republican Party  
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Angry if Candidate Loses 
 
Note: Only asked of respondents who indicated that they will vote for Joe Biden or Donald 
Trump. 
 

 
Very 

Angry 
Somewhat 

Angry 

Not 
Very 

Angry 

Not 
Angry 
At All 

Don’t 
Know 

Suppose your candidate loses the 
2020 presidential election.  How 
angry will you be? 53% 22% 9% 9% 7% 
Suppose Donald Trump loses the 
2020 presidential election. How 
angry will you be? (N=692) 
 39% 29% 13% 12% 8% 
Suppose Joe Biden loses the 2020 
presidential election. How angry will 
you be? (N=746) 
 66% 16% 5% 7% 6% 

 
 
 
Afraid if Candidate Loses 
 
Note: Only asked of respondents who indicated that they will vote for Joe Biden or Donald 
Trump. 
 

 
Very 

Afraid 
Somewhat 

Afraid 

Not 
Very 

Afraid 

Not 
Afraid 
At All 

Don’t 
Know 

Suppose your candidate loses the 
2020 presidential election.  How 
afraid will you be? 61% 23% 7% 6% 3% 
Suppose Donald Trump loses the 
2020 presidential election. How 
afraid will you be? (N=693) 
 54% 26% 9% 7% 3% 
Suppose Joe Biden loses the 2020 
presidential election. How afraid 
will you be? (N=746) 
 66% 20% 5% 6% 3% 
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Concede Election 
 
Note: Only asked of respondents who indicated that they will vote for Joe Biden or Donald 
Trump. 
 

 

Concede 
the 

Election 

Contest the 
Election 
Results 

Don’t 
Know 

If Donald Trump does not have the most votes in the 
Electoral College on election night, should he concede 
the election to Joe Biden, or contest the election 
results? (N=693) 18% 44% 38% 
If Joe Biden does not have the most votes in the 
Electoral College on election night, should he concede 
the election to Donald Trump, or contest the election 
results? (N=746) 16% 53% 31% 
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Look Down (N=1500) 
 
Please indicate how much you agree or disagree with this statement. 
 
 

Strongly 
Agree 

Somewhat 
Agree 

Neither 
Agree Nor 
Disagree 

Somewhat 
Disagree 

Strongly 
Disagree 

College professors 
look down on people 
like me. 21% 15% 26% 18% 20% 
The news media 
looks down on people 
like me. 32% 16% 24% 15% 14% 
Republican 
politicians look down 
on people like me. 32% 19% 18% 15% 16% 
Democratic 
politicians look down 
on people like me. 31% 15% 15% 18% 21% 
Joe Biden looks down 
on people like me. 28% 13% 14% 12% 33% 
Donald Trump looks 
down on people like 
me. 44% 10% 8% 9% 29% 
Elected officials look 
down on people like 
me. 12% 32% 37% 14% 6% 

 
 
Election Violence  (N=1500) 
 
How concerned are you about the possibility of violence associated with the 2020 presidential 
election? 
 
Very concerned 44% 
Somewhat concerned 36% 
Not very concerned 12% 
Not concerned at all 5% 
Don’t know 3% 
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Violent Groups (N=1499) 
 
From the list below, please select the one group that you believe is the most likely to commit acts 
of violence if their preferred candidate loses the 2020 presidential election.   
 
Proud Boys 9% 
Antifa 21% 
White Supremacists 29% 
Militias 8% 
Black Lives Matter 15% 
Democrats 9% 
Republicans 7% 
Anarchists 3% 

 
Preparation for Election Violence/Uncertainty (N=1500) 
 
Which, if any, of the following have you considered in preparation for possible violence or 
uncertainty related to the election? Please select all that apply: 
 
Buying a gun 16% 
Staying home on election day 26% 
Meeting with friends or allies for safety 11% 
Taking a vacation or extended stay away from home 4% 
Taking to the streets to protest the election outcome 5% 
Going to your local polling place to monitor the fairness of the election 5% 
Avoiding crowded places 44% 
Buying Ammunition 14% 
None of the Above 35% 
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Proud Boys Experiment 
 
Note: ½ of all respondents were randomly shown Question #1 and other ½ of respondents were 
randomly shown Question #2. 
 

 
 
 

Very 
Positive 

Somewhat 
Positive 

Neither 
Positive 

nor 
Negative 

Somewhat 
Negative 

Very 
Negative 

Don’t 
Know 

Q1. During the first 
presidential debate, 
President Trump 
expressed support for the 
Proud Boys, a self-
described “anti-political 
correctness” and “anti-
white guilt” organization. 
How does this make you 
feel about President 
Trump?  
 11% 5% 25% 4% 49% 7% 
Q2. During the first 
presidential debate, 
President Trump 
expressed support for the 
Proud Boys, a self-
described “anti-political 
correctness” and “anti-
white guilt” organization, 
some of whose members 
are pictured above. How 
does this make you feel 
about President Trump? 14% 7% 21% 4% 48% 6% 
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Media (N=1500) 
 
In the past week, did you get news from any of the following sources? (select all that apply) 
 
 
CNN 34% 
 Fox News 39% 
 MSNBC 25% 
 Local TV News 54% 
National Nightly Network Television News 26% 
News on the Radio 34% 
National Newspaper 21% 

 


