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Anne was the first elected official (1997-2001) for the Northern Ireland Women's Coalition political 
party and served on the team involved in peace talks that achieved the Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement in April 1998. 

Throughout the 1990’s Anne was Co-ordinator of the Women Together organisation, actively 
involving women in grassroots communities in Northern Ireland across community divides. She 
facilitated workshops challenging violence, promoting inclusive and resilient neighbourhoods and 
empowering women as peacebuilders. A leader in fostering integrated education, Anne was a founder 
parent (1986) and served on the Board of Governors of the first integrated primary school in Northern 
Ireland outside of Belfast. 

In 1997 Anne co-founded the Community Dialogue organisation, creating safe enough spaces to allow 
diverse voices to be heard, difficult conversations to take place and the reality of lived experiences to 
foster understanding across divides. Today she facilitates Community Dialogue’s “Peace Process 
According to Women” project. It engages grassroots women in dialogue to better understand the 
journey and context that led from violence to ceasefires to peace talks and to the Belfast/Good Friday 
Agreement; and it unpacks the Agreement to increase understanding of the underpinning values and 
principles and the promises made to one another in developing a just and equitable society where 
grassroots voices are central to decision making processes at all levels. Women raise many issues 
around Brexit and the border, women and participation, austerity and poverty, climate justice, 
inclusion and a parity of esteem, legacy issues from the conflict which are affecting their everyday 
lives and quality of life today. 

Anne has worked with the Women Without Borders organisation, facilitating a story sharing project in 
Mumbai, India, bringing together family members bereaved in the 2012 Mumbai attacks and led 
story-telling and sharing training in Vienna, Austria with participants from various conflict areas 
around the world. 

Anne was recently appointed by the British and Irish Governments to the Board of the International 
Fund for Ireland. She is the recipient of the (Northern Ireland) Community Relations Council Award 
for Outstanding Achievement in the Field of Community Relations, the Peacebuilding Award from the 
Baha’i Community Northern Ireland and was made a Fellow of the Royal Society of Arts. 


