ELECTIONS & POLITICS

An election year is an exciting time
in a Political Science department! The
constant stream of political ads and
mailers and the range of political,
social, and economic issues they call
attention to fuel many of our class
discussions and allow our students to
see political science in action.

Indeed, many of the big issues of
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How much can you learn in 10 minutes? It turns out, quite a lot! Doz-
ens of alumni returned to campus this year to provide career advice and
participate in speed networking professional development events for our
majors. Meet the Law featured lawyer alums, Leap into Politics featured
elected officials, and Life After UMass showcased the range of career
opportunities available to majors across the
professional spectrum.

“The future is often a frightening idea to
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Affordable Care Act.

The Political Science and Legal
Studies community also came togeth-
er outside of the classroom. Besides
organizing our biennial election night
party, we secured more than two
hundred tickets so our students could

election. You probably
heard our findings
on your local televi-
sion station as you
8 watched the results
pour in!
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data collected. They also reported, in  try. And we provided ample opportu-
real-time, their findings  nities for students to explore current
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update news and lectures ranging
outlets on from “The Legacy

us in wishing Donna a happy retire-
ment. Thank you for 28 great years!

Clearly, election years are very busy
when you’re in the field of politics. But
we look forward to them every time!
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DISCUSSING PoLICY

“I've heard that you will
not always remember
what you learn in college,
but instead will remember
the people you meet,” says
Daniel Halloran ‘13. After
being selected to attend the
Student Conference on US Affairs (SCUSA) at
West Point this November, that cliché is more
applicable than ever.

“l will remember bunking in the barracks with three
sophomores, listening to their crazy stories about
their summer training,” he says. “The fellow dele-
gates, speakers, and moderators | met provided me
with some of the most interesting and thought-pro-
voking conversations | have ever had.”

SCUSA is an annual conference which brings togeth-
er civilian and military college students, professors,
and other experts on US affairs to discuss a variety of
political issues. This year’s focus was assuring ac-
countability and assessing American priorities in an
age of austerity.

After discussions and research, all participants were
asked to draft a policy proposal. “Proposals that come
out of the conference have, in years past, made their
way high up in the chain of command in the army and
have been cited in Congress,” Halloran notes. “One
was even cited by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton.”

Halloran’s group tackled the issue of how civilians
can hold the military more accountable. Although the
discussions were diverse, “One thing | learned and
which all other delegates agreed upon was that
the U.S. can no longer act in the short term,”
he says. “A Band-Aid approach can no longer
be taken in U.S. foreign or domestic policy.”

WELCOME TO THE ACADEMY!

Congratulations to Drs. Dunya Deniz Cakir, Emily
Hardt, Osman Kiratli, Krsisten McHenry, and Kevin
Pallister, all of whom received their PhDs this year.

UMASS EMPLOYEE
OF THE YEAR

In a ceremony that
included Chancellor
Kumble Subbaswamy
and Provost James Staros,
Ashley Berger ‘13 (Legal Stud-
ies/History) was awarded the
2012-2013 Gerald F. Scanlon
Student Employee of the Year
citation. Berger is one of only ten
students campus-wide to receive this award.

“It is truly an honor to win this award out of so
many students who work on this campus,” said Berg-
er. “I love working in the Political Science and Legal
Studies department; it has given me so many great
opportunities to meet faculty and students!”

The intent of the Student Employee of the Year
Award is to recognize and honor students who have
demonstrated exceptional performance by contrib-
uting their time and/or skills to help the university
achieve its goals and objectives. Berger was rec-
ognized for her years of outstanding service to the
Department as an undergraduate assistant and peer
advisor.

LiT REVIEWS, DATA CRUNCHING, & ENGAGED RESEARCH

Twenty Political Science and Legal Studies majors were selected to participate
in the Department’s Undergraduate Research Engagement Program (UREP) this
year. The program, now in its third year, partners majors with faculty for one-
on-one experience conducting research. It allows students to interact with fac-
ulty outside of the classroom, develop closer relationships with their professors,
and learn skills important for graduate school and the workforce. “Students have A w
told us that they want more opportunities to learn about the research our faculty . .. 5 nSamh Moffatt ‘13
conduct,” says Brian Schaffner, Department Chair. “At the same time, faculty have present their research at the annual Un-
signaled a need for reliable research assistance. The UREP program has been a dergraduate Research Conference.
win-win for both faculty and students, and has been a wonderful investment for the Department.”

The program also reflects the variety of faculty interests in the Department. This year, student-faculty teams
explored international environmental governance; weather patterns and political attitudes; corporate lobbying;
the death penalty; early childhood funding practices; race, religion, and politics; federal policymaking; campaign
finance laws; property rights in the developing world; and more. Select students were invited to present their
research projects at the 19th Annual Statewide Undergraduate Research Conference.

FACULTY RESEARCH HIGHLIGHTS

Sonia E. Alvarez, Leonard J. Horwitz Professor of
Latin American Politics and Director of the Center
for Latin American, Caribbean, and Latino Studies
(CLACLS), is using a Fulbright Award to explore
feminism in Latin America. "Feminism in Brazil not
only has been 'mainstreamed' so that it extends
vertically across different levels of government,
the full party spectrum, and a variety of national

and international policy arenas," says
Alvarez, "But it has also been 'side-
streamed,' spreading horizontally into
an array of social classes, racial-ethnic
groups, and social and cultural spaces,
including parallel social movements....
We know relatively little about how
and why feminist discourses and prac-
tices have traveled into other spheres
of civil society."

Bruce Desmarais, Assistant Profes-
sor of Political Science, was one of
twelve inaugural Institute for Social
Science Research (ISSR) Scholars this
year. Desmarais is also one of the core
faculty members of the Computation-
al Social Science Initiative (CSSI), a

cross-disciplinary, collaborative group designed to
address the challenges and opportunities present-
ed by collecting, storing, and analyzing large scale
data related to the social world. As an ISSR and
CSSI Scholar, Desmarais sits at the intersection of
computer and social science. His research seeks
to understand the dynamics underlying the de-
velopment and evolution of government commu-
nication network structure. Desmarais was also
selected among a national pool of candidates to
be a 2013-2014 Statistical and Applied Mathemat-
ical Sciences Institute (SAMSI) Fellow where he
will continue his CSSI research.

Jane Fountain, Professor of Political Science and
Public Policy and Director of the National Center
for Digital Government, was chosen to give one
of the Distinguished Faculty Lectures in 2012. Her

current research examines the success and pit-
falls of cross-agency collaboration in the Fed-

eral government. Her findings, detailed in a
recent IBM Center for the Business of Govern- |
ment report, respond in part to the Govern- |
ment Performance and Results Modernization \§
Act of 2010 which required collaboration across
federal agencies, but provided little guidance on
how managers and agencies should work toward
collaborative results.

Peter Haas, Professor of Political Science,
was one of 32 leading governance experts to
argue in Science for fundamental reforms of
global environmental governance. Reducing
the risk of potential global environmental
disaster requires a “constitutional moment” <
comparable in scale and importance to the reform
of international governance that followed World
War I, he says. Haas and his co-authors are
affiliated with the Earth System Governance
Project, a global research alliance of hundreds |
of researchers and leading research institu- |}
tions, specializing in the scientific study of
international and national environmental gov-
ernance. Haas received a grant from the Five
Colleges to host Indian diplomat Sanwal Mukul
on campus during academic year 2013-2014 and
continue this research.

Lauren McCarthy, Assistant Professor of Le-
gal Studies, spent the spring 2013 semester in
residence at the Wilson Center in Washington
DC thanks to a fellowship from the Kennan
Institute. She used the time to write a book
about how Russian law enforcement agencies
have responded to human trafficking. The topic
is one for which McCarthy has already been recog-
nized. Her dissertation, “Trafficking (In)justice: Law
Enforcement’s Response to Human Trafficking
in Russia,” won the prestigious 2012 Corwin
Award from the American Political Science
Association for the Best Dissertation in Public
Law.
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