
Political Science 

Fall 2019 Course Catalog 

 

 
PoliSci 101 | American Politics  
Section 01: Raymond La Raja                                                                 TuTh | 2:30 – 3:45, + Discussion 
Section 02 (RAP): Zachary Albert                                                           TuTh | 11:30 – 12:45pm  
4 credits Gen Ed: SB  

 
 Introduction to and overview of American government. Emphasis on understanding American political institutions such 
as the Congress, the presidency, and the courts in light of democratic theory and values. Examination of the electoral 
process; how government institutions respond to demands for public policies. 
  
 

 
  

PoliSci 111 | Comparative Politics 
Section 01: Timothy Pachirat MW | 2:30 – 3:45, +Discussion 
Section 02 (RAP): Ethan Tupelo TuTh | 2:30pm – 3:45pm 
4 credits Gen Ed: SB, DG 

 
 An introductory exploration of political systems in several nation states in various parts of the world. Coverage differs 
depending on the specialties and interests of instructor. Students learn about generalized comparative approaches and 
political development, political processes and political institutions in each state covered. 
  
  

 
 
 

PoliSci 121 | World Politics  
Section 01:Meredith Loken TuTh | 4:00pm – 5:15pm 
4 credits + Discussion  

Gen Ed: SB 
 

Introduction to the principles and practices of international relations in the political, military, economic, and environmental 
realms. Study of the development of the contemporary system to explore the effects of the structure of the international 
system, the institutions through which states conduct their relations, and domestic characteristics on the relations among 
states. 
  

 
  
PoliSci 162 | Introduction to Constitutional Law  
Instructor TBD Time TBD 
4 Credits Gen Ed: SB 
 
Introduction to the American Constitution as law. THe importance of the text and the traditions of interpretation. The 
courts, congress, and the presidency. Also local power, the Bill of RIghts, and the Fourteenth Amendment. 
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PoliSci 171 | Introduction to Political Theory  
Barbara Cruikshank TuTh | 8:30am – 9:45am 
4 credits                                                                                                     + Discussion Section  
                                                                                                                    Gen Ed: SB 
 
Introduction to the principles and practices of international relations in the political, military, economic, and environmental 
realms. Study of the development of the contemporary system to explore the effects of the structure of the international 
system, the institutions through which states conduct their relations, and domestic characteristics on the relations among 
states. 
  

 
 

PoliSci 181 | Controversies in Public Policies 
Section 01: Elizabeth Sharrow TuTh | 2:30 – 3:20, +Discussion 
Section 02 (RAP): Kaylee Johnson TuTh | 11:30am – 12:45pm 
4 credits Gen Ed: SB, DU 

 
Introduction to contemporary public policy issues and debates. Various perspectives on public policy, including equality, 
justice, and efficiency. Emphasis on in-class discussion and debates. Applications may include environmental policy, 
affirmative action, immigration, welfare policy, education, health, and other public policies. 

 
PoliSci 203 | American Political Thought  
Roberto Alejandro MW | 4:00pm – 5:15pm 
4 credits                                                                                                    + Discussion Section  
                                                                                                                   Gen Ed: HS 
 
 Origin and evolution of political ideas and ideals that have shaped the American constitutional system. Tensions within 
and between liberalism and democracy and the impact of changing social and economic conditions on political beliefs 
and values.  
 

 

PoliSci 214 | Urban Government and Politics  
Alex Morse W | 2:30pm – 5:00pm 
3 credits  
 
An overview of city politics in the U.S. Focus on understanding urban political economy, including its relation to state and 
federal governments, the complexity of relations between public and private sectors, the structure of city governments, 
and decision-making processes. Includes such topical issues as education, housing, and economic development. 
 

PoliSci 245 | Government & Political English Speaking Caribbean  
Carlene Edie TuTh | 2:30pm – 3:45pm 
 3 credits  
  
Focus on the English-speaking Caribbean, formerly the British West Indies: Jamaica, Trinidad and Tobago, Guyana and 
Grenada. Analysis of the political institutions, processes and movements which give expression to the forces at work in 
these societies, especially those of class, ethnicity, and relations of production. Regional economic integration and 
political federation examined: the utility or otherwise of CARICOM, failure of West Indies federation, etc.  
Recommended: POLISCI 111. 
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PoliSci 252 | Globalization, Governance & World Order  
Peter Haas   MW | 2:30pm – 3:45pm 
4 credits                                                                                                      + Discussion Section  
                                                                                                                     Gen Ed: SB, DG 
 
Reviews the multiple dimensions of globalization and their impact on international politics and human life. Studies the 
multiple state and non-state actors involved in international governance. Analyzes efforts to steer globalization and the 
implications for security, prosperity, justice, and ecological integrity

  
PoliSci 271 | Modern Political Thought 
Andrew March MW | 1:00 - 2:15 pm 
4 Credits  
 
Reading of selected political theorists from 16th to 19th centuries: Machiavelli, Hobbes, Locke, Rousseau, Tocqueville, 
Marx, and Nietzsche. Emphasis on the nature of the political world and the forms of understanding and activity 
appropriate to it.  
 

 
 
PoliSci 272 | Democracy & Citizenship  
Adam Dahl TuTh | 10:00 – 11:15am 
4 credits  
  

This course explores central themes in democratic theory including civic participation, political representation, liberalism, 
republicanism, deliberation, immigration, pluralism, power, civic identity, and race and class inequality. In engaging with 
historical and contemporary texts, students will be encouraged to reflect on the meaning of democratic citizenship. 
Readings draw from Aristotle, Jean-Jacques Rousseau, John Dewey, Walter Lippmann, James Madison, Iris Marion 
Young, Jurgen Habermas, Alexis de Tocqueville, Sheldon Wolin, and Judith Shklar. 

  
 
PoliSci 273 | Power  
Angelica Bernal                                   MW | 10:10 - 11:00am 
4 credits            +Discussion Section 
 
Power is a central feature of political life and one of the key concepts of political science. This course will examine the 
main approaches and controversies in the study of power.  We will investigate how these approaches help us to better 
understand how power operates in the real world by engaging with various case studies, including: how power works in 
prisons, schools, at home, in local and global politics, in an Appalachian mining town, a small village in Malaysia, and in 
countless ways in everyday life.  

 
 
PoliSci 307 | African American Politics 
Tatishe Nteta                                     MW | 2:30 - 3:45pm 
3 Credits 
 
Introduction to black politics and ideology in the United States. Includes: the social and political construction of 
"Blackness"; blacks and social movement; voting and representation; and black popular culture and politics. 

 
PoliSci 308 | Public Opinion in Politics 
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Scott Blinder   TuTh | 1:00 - 2:15pm 
4 Credits 
 
This course explores the landscape of opinion on a variety of political topics to develop an understanding about how the 
public thinks about issues and why they think the way they do.  It also examines how peoples' opinions influence their 
behavior, and whether or not political leaders follow the "will of the public" or manipulate public opinion to achieve their 
own aims.  Objectives for this course are: To understand how surveys are conducted, including sampling and 
questionnaire design, and how to interpret their results; To become familiar with political science theories about how 
people form opinions and how those opinions change; To recognize when and how elites can manipulate public opinion; 
and To evaluate the role of public opinion in a democratic system. 

 
PoliSci 320 | Public Administration 
Meredith Rolfe               TuTh| 1:00 - 2:15pm 
4 Credits 
 
The course develops the practical knowledge and analytical skill required to make sense of field problems faced by 
public managers, and to design and implement strategic and effective practical action in the public sector. 

 
 
 
PoliSci 328 | Research Methods/Poli&SocSci  
Meredith Rolfe              TuTh | 11:30am - 12:45pm 
4 Credits   Gen Ed: R2 
 
This course is designed to familiarize undergraduate political and social science majors with the basics of undertaking 
research in the social sciences. It will cover aspects of research design, and an introduction to various methodological 
approaches to political science research. 

 
PoliSci 343 | Government & Politics in East Africa 
Carlene Edie TuTh | 11:30am - 12:45pm 
3 Credits 
 
Comparative analysis of the politics of change in Tanzania and Kenya. Economic dependency and underdevelopment; 
decolonization and liberation; ideology and practice; democratization and economic liberalization. Emphasis on 
interaction between domestic and external politics. 

 
PoliSci 356 | International Law 
M.J. Peterson MW | 2:30 - 3:45pm 
3 Credits 
 
Development of basic rules of public international law. Topics include sources of evidence for law, international legal 
personality, jurisdiction, treatment of individuals, law of treaties, law of the sea, resort to force, and peaceful settlement of 
disputes. 

 
PoliSci 360 | Constitutional Law 
Sheldon Goldman MWF | 10:10 - 11:00am 
3 Credits MWF | 1:25 - 2:15pm 
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Development of American constitutional law and a study of the Supreme Court as a policy-making institution. Emphasis 
on landmark cases and the substantive impact of the Supreme Court in the American polity during different political eras. 

 
PoliSci 364 | Gender & Race in US Social Policy 
Elizabeth Sharrow TuTh | 11:30am - 12:45pm 
4 Credits 
 

What are the problems associated with developing equitable and just policy?  Why does social policy in the United States 
continue to be marked by tensions between the principle of equality and the reality of inequalities in social, political, and 
economic realms?  How might policy subvert or reinforce these differences and inequalities?  This class examines the 
history of social policy in the United States, particularly those policies affecting concerns of gender, race, and class.  We 
will examine a wide range of social policies, focusing on those affecting groups such as: women, racial and ethnic 
minorities, LGBT people, and low-income people.  We will study primarily empirical work, while asking questions about 
how political culture, interest groups, social movements, government institutions and other factor influence U.S. social 
policy. 

 
PoliSci 377 | Interpretation & Analysis in PoliSci TuTh | 10:00 - 11:15am 
Marissa Carrere MW | 5:30 - 6:45pm 
3 Credits MW | 4:00 - 5:15pm 
 

Satisfies Junior Year Writing requirements for POLISCI majors, through assignments practicing the types of writing used 
by citizens, policy advisers, and politicians in public debates about contemporary issues. 

 
PoliSci 383 | Energy Policy 
Regine Spector TuTh | 10:00 - 11:15am 
4 Credits 
 
This course explores the politics of energy policy by examining a range of cases from around the world, including the 
United States. What is energy? How does energy impact politics and everyday lives in energy-rich and energy-important 
countries? What are energy transitions and when do they occur? How do energy markets work? This course provides the 
conceptual, theoretical, and empirical tools to think critically about such questions. It is a multidisciplinary course, with 
readings drawn from the fields of history, international politics, political economy, development, environmental studies, 
and the sciences as they pertain to various energy sources, including oil, gas, nuclear, biofuels, and renewables. In 
addition to readings, we will watch a range of documentaries that highlight various dimensions of energy politics and 
policy. Students will also come away from this course with greater knowledge of the history of energy in the United 
States and the rest of the world, as well as a better understanding of the politics surrounding energy policy in select 
cases.  Satisfies the Integrative Experience requirement for BA-PolSci students. 

 
PoliSci 388 | Corporate Lobbying/Global Economy  
Kevin Young W | 4:00 - 6:30pm 
4 Credits 
  
This course centers on one of the most important yet under-appreciated aspects of contemporary political life: the 
governance of the global economy by private actors. It covers both theoretical and empirical perspectives on how, when, 
and why private actors are able to influence international institutions, global standards and regulations, and international 
negotiation processes. Some basic familiarity with international political economy (IPE), economics, and international 
relations will be extremely helpful. 

 
PoliSci 391E | Rules of War  
R Charli Carpenter W | 2:30 - 5:00pm 

 
Please check SPIRE for course eligibility (e.g., “Open to Sophomores Only”).                                                   Updated as of 3/26/2019 
 



4 Credits 
 
This course evaluates the role of international ethical norms in regulating the practice of organized political violence.  We 
will begin by considering how to think analytically about the effects of ethical norms on international policy-making.  We 
next consider the origins and evolving dynamics of the laws of war, explore why political actors so often violate these 
rules and the conditions under which they follow them, and examine the political and ethical dilemmas involved in 
enforcing them.  Specific topics covered include weapons bans, terrorism, protection of noncombatants, and war crimes 
tribunals.  The course will conclude with an assessment of continuity and change in global security norms post 9/11.  

 
 
 
PoliSci 391PC | Immigration: Politics and Policy 
Scott Blinder TuTh | 10:00 - 11:15am 
3 Credits 
 
This course will focus on immigration in the United States in recent years, but will look at historical and cross-national 
perspectives as well, to better ground our understanding of what is happening here and now. 

 
 
PoliSci 391PL | Political Organizations  
Maryann Barasko TuTh | 1:00 - 2:15pm 
3 Credits 
 
In this class we examine the changing role and significance of interest groups, nonprofits, and, to a lesser extent, political 
parties, in politics and society. We consider the extent and nature of group influence in government and policy making 
and how this has changed over time. 

 
PoliSci 392AP | Activism, Participation, Protest TuTh | 4:00 - 5:15pm 
Sonia Alvarez 
3 Credits 
 
This course examines contemporary forms of political activism, participation, and protest. Drawing on select case 
studies, principally from Latin America, the U.S, and Europe, we will pay particular attention to the dynamic development 
of feminisms, anti-racist/Black mobilizations, anti-austerity and pro-democracy protests, and LGBTQ organizing. 

 
PoliSci 394LI | The Language of Politics 
Frederic Schaffer TuTh | 1:00 - 2:15pm 
4 Credits 
 
This course examines the multiple roles that language plays in politics. Among the topics it covers: Orwellian 
doublespeak, Black English, hate speech, truthfulness in politics, gender neutral pronouns, partisan word labs, the 
linguistic construction of the "war on terror," folk tales as a form of political resistance, and familial metaphors in 
American political discourse. More abstractly, this course is organized around three broad themes: the place of language 
in political action, language as a political resource and the language of politics in America.  

 
PoliSci 395F | Women and Politics 
Maryann Barasko TuTh | 11:30am - 12:45pm 
3 Credits 
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Women have made tremendous gains in every aspect of social, economic and political life in the United States, 
particularly since the second wave of the women's movement in the 1960s.  Yet, women's progress in terms of achieving 
elected office has reached a puzzling plateau since the 1990s.  
We will examine the course of women's movements towards achieving political incorporation in the United States. We 
consider the debate over why women's political progress has stagnated and we consider the impact of the gender 
imbalance in American electoral politics - to what extent do these disparities matter? 
We begin by exploring women's suffrage campaigns and voting behavior in the period immediately following their 
achievement of the right to vote and beyond. We then turn to the relationship between women and party politics before 
discussing the challenges women face as candidates in American politics. We will focus on understanding why women 
remain underrepresented as legislators. We then consider the extent to which women's participation in campaigns and 
elections makes a substantive difference in policy making. 

 
PoliSci 397BZ | Special Topics: Brazil/Comparative Perspective 
Sonia Alvarez TuTh | 1:00 - 2:15pm 
3 Credits 
 
Race and gender politics are deeply imbricated, constituting core dimensions of power, political subjectivities, and 
resistant identities. Race intersects with gender, along other vectors of power, determining individuals? and 
communities? rights, livelihoods, and life chances, restricting their access to cultural, political, monetary, and 
libidinal/sexual capital, and buttressing or undermining shifting strategies of domination and resistance. By considering 
the case of Brazil - which is quintessentially raced, gendered and sexualized in both the popular and scholarly 
imaginations (think soccer, carnival, racialized sex tourism, eroticized "mulatas," etc.) - in comparison to other 
racial-gender-sexual formations in the Americas, this seminar will explore the historical, political, and cultural construction 
of gender  
and race, with particular emphasis on the experiences of Afro-descendant women. We will assess comparatively how 
hegemonic race and gender discourses and policies come into being and how they are challenged by anti-racist and 
Black feminist and queer/trans activism, both nationally and internationally. An on-going concern of the seminar will be to 
theorize they ways that race and gender play into current ultra-Right politics in Brazil as well as elsewhere in the 
Americas region and the world. 

 
 
PoliSci 397GC | ST-Gender, Conflict, & Security 
Meredith Loken              MW | 4:00 - 5:15pm 
3 Credits              +Discussion Section 
 
This course investigates the gendered dimensions of armed conflict, foreign policy, international governance, 
peace-building, and post-conflict insecurities. Students will engage with academic and policy debates about how 
gendered power distributions shape international and human security. We will explore the issues raised in these debates 
by considering historical and contemporary global cases, including the role of masculinity in foreign policy, women's 
participation in political violence, gender-based civilian targeting, international post-conflict courts and transitional justice.  

 
 
PoliSci 473 | Is Democracy Possible Everywhere? 
Frederic Schaffer TuTh | 10:00 - 11:15am 
4 Credits 
 
Asks whether there are religious, economic, or associational preconditions for, or impediments to, the establishment and 
consolidation of democracy.  Students will develop their own research questions and write research papers. 
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