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Fall 2019 Course Catalog 

 
Legal 250 | Introduction to Legal Studies                                                    TuTh | 2:30pm – 3:45pm 
Paul Collins                                                                                                      + Discussion Section  
4 credits                                                                                                            Gen Ed: SB and DU 
  

Interdisciplinary exploration of basic issues of law's relationship to contemporary society, in which law affects 
almost all human activity. Topics include the nature as well as historical and social functions of law; the culture and 
role of major actors in the legal system (lawyers, judges, juries, police, technology); tension between ideals and 
realities in law; role of law in addressing contemporary social problems. This general education course, based on 
the assumption that "law is too important to be left to lawyers," is intended to foster analytical and critical skills and 
to discuss broad, interdisciplinary questions of individual responsibility, social morality, and justice

 
Legal 252 | Law and Personal Freedom                                                      MW | 11:15am – 12:05pm 
Alan Gaitenby  
3 credits 
  

This course will explore the nature of freedom in the United States, focusing on constitutional guarantees founded 
in the historical role of the law. Issues covered will be Privacy, Obscenity, Race, War on Drugs, Freedom from and 
of Religion, Right to Counsel, and Search and Seizure. The objective will be to trace the evolution of these issues 
rooted in the Bill of Rights and Supreme Court doctrine. Case law will be read and analyzed in order to extract 
judicial theory. Scholarly arguments supporting and critiquing American jurisprudence will also be discussed. A 
disproportionate amount of the course's time will be spent on addressing the legitimacy of the Court's decisions 
and critiquing whether they remain in harmony with the intent of the Framers of the Constitution. 

 
  

Legal 253 | Race, Citizenship and US Constitution                                 TuTh | 10:00am – 11:15am 
Rebecca Hamlin  
3 credits  
  

This course examines the role that law and courts have played in shaping, defining, and constructing the concepts 
of race and American citizenship over time. We will explore topics such as the legal definition of whiteness, racial 
restrictions in immigration and citizenship law, the 14th Amendment's expansion of citizenship to include former 
slaves, the legal rights of non-citizens, the ambiguous racial and citizenship status of Native Americans, and the 
significance of the enduring belief in a colorblind Constitution.  

 
Legal 360 | Civil Liberties in Wartime                                                           TuTh | 1:00pm – 2:15pm 
Douglas Rice 
3 credits  
Civil liberties are one of the casualties of war.  This course will begin by looking at the loss of civil liberties during 
World War I, World War II, and the Vietnam War. With the benefit of hindsight, we will analyze the current 
conditions including USA Patriot Act, military commissions, and secret deportation hearings. Satisfies the 
Integrative Experience requirement for BA-Legal majors. 
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Legal 365 | Makin’It & Fakin’It                                                                          MW | 2:30pm – 3:45pm 
Alan Gaitenby 
3 credits  
Law assumes facts, creates entities, and conceals aspects of its operation in order to extend or limit the power of 
courts in deciding cases. Law creates and deploys fictions (e.g. corporate persons, reasonable persons, equal 
protection, compelling interests) in that endeavor. This social construction of law and legal phenomena may be 
construed as proper or improper depending upon the power of competing stories and story tellers, as well as how 
we the audience receives and give life to them. Critical examination of some operational fictions, or scripts of law, 
as they are constituted in courts and social life more generally is the backbone of this course. Prerequisite: LEGAL 
250. Satisfies the Integrative Experience requirement for BA-Legal majors. 

 
Legal 368 | Alternative Dispute Resolution                                                      Tu | 4:00pm – 6:30pm 
Leah Wing 
3 credits  
This course explores the historical origins of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) in immigrant, religious, and 
indigenous communities in the U.S. and its development over the past 300 years.  Why have advocates in the 
legal, commercial, labor, educational, and community sectors promoted its use?  What has their impact been on 
the various forms of ADR?  Whose interests are served by ADR?  A critical analysis of mediation, arbitration, 
negotiation, and online dispute resolution in comparison to the judicial system include attention to how issues of 
power imbalances and identity impact ADR.  We will also briefly explore international dispute resolution and 
consider its similarities and differences to ADR in this country. 

 
Legal 370 | Comparative Law and Society       MWF | 10:10 - 11:00am 
Salman Hussain 
4 Credits 
This course examines the intersection of law, politics and society in a comparative perspective. The goal of the 
course is to familiarize you with the workings of the many and varied legal traditions and practices outside the 
United States. The course focuses on comparing commonalities and  differences across legal contexts as well as 
the positives and negatives of doing law in different ways given those contexts. Satisfies the Integrative Experience 
requirement for BA-Legal majors. 

 
Legal 375 | Human Rights and Wrongs                                              TuTh | 10:00am – 11:15pm 
Jamie Rowen 
3 credits  
Introduction to humanitarian law. Topics include theory and history of international human rights law, growth and 
nature of human rights organizations, regional human rights schemes, cross-cultural contexts and meanings for 
human rights, the politics and law of immigration and refugees, international criminal law and other mechanisms for 
humanitarian intervention. Prerequisite: course in Legal Studies or international politics.  Satisfies the Integrative 
Experience requirement for BA-Legal major. 

 
Legal 391E | Rules of War                                                                                  Tu | 2:30pm – 5:00pm 
Charli Carpenter 
4 credits  
This course evaluates the role of international ethical norms in regulating the practice of organized political 
violence. We will begin by considering how to think analytically about the effects of ethical norms on international 
policy-making. We next consider the origins and evolving dynamics of the laws of war, explore why political actors 
so often violate these rules and the conditions under which they follow them, and examine the political and ethical 
dilemmas involved in enforcing them. Specific topics covered include weapons bans, terrorism, protection of 
noncombatants, and war crimes tribunals. The course will conclude with an assessment of continuity and change 
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in global security norms post 9/11. 
  
 

 

Legal 391U | Due Process in the Criminal Trial                                             MW | 4:00pm – 5:15pm 
Judd Carhart 
3 credits  
The course will focus on the impact of the Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Amendments in criminal trials. The course will 
study the historical perspective, the current application and the likely future applications of the amendments. A 
fundamental understanding of the criminal trial process is required.  
 
Prerequisite: LEGAL 250 

 
Legal 391WC | War Crimes Tribunals          TTh | 8:30 -9:45am 
Jamie Rowen 
3 credits  
TBA 

Legal 393E | Empirical Legal Studies                                                                W | 4:00pm – 6:30pm 
Douglas Rice 
3 credits  
From academic research on the impact of landmark court cases to the judge reading a brief loaded with social 
policy arguments, the study of law frequently involves empirical data. In this course, students will both learn how to 
digest empirical legal research and be equipped with the skills to conduct their own empirical research. Using 
readings and accompanying data from a variety of areas of legal studies research, the course covers topics 
including constructing empirical legal research questions, collecting and generating data appropriate for testing 
those questions, visualizing data, and conducting descriptive and inferential analyses. Students will leave the 
course with a firm understanding of the centrality of data in twenty-first century law. 

 
 

Legal 397CR | Conflict Resolution through Trial Courts                                TTH 8:30--9:45am 
Judd Carhart 
3 credits  
The course will deal with issues that are unique to each of the respective trial courts. Case studies will address the 
manner in which disputes are resolved by trial or settlement. Some of the issues to be examined are sex offender 
registration requirements, termination of parental rights, sexually dangerous person proceedings and 
administrative agency appeals. The course will also focus on the equitable jurisdiction of the courts as well as an 
introduction into real property rights including the right, or lack thereof, to access beachfront property. The course 
will also cover the resolution of civil claims through the jury trial process. 

 

Legal 397GL | Special Topics- Gender, Sexuality, and Law        MWF 11:15am - 
12:05pm 
3 Credits 
Salman Hussain 
This course will examine the complex role law, legal institutions and professionals and activists play in the 
constitution of gender and sexaulity in contemporary societies. We will investigate how struggles over reproductive, 
sexual, and personal rights have influenced ideas and practices with respect to gender and sexuality. The course 
will be comparative and interdisciplinary; will draw from historical legal studies, case law, and anthropology and 
sociology of law; and will focus on topics such as obscenity, same-sex marriages, consent and sexual assault. 
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Legal 397SA | Special Topics- Law and Order in South Asia        MWF 12:20 - 1:10pm 
3 Credits 
Salman Hussain 
 
This course will use historical and anthropological approaches to examine institutions, actors, regimes and 
processes of law and order in South Asia. We will focus on five main concepts - Rule of law, emergency, 
sovereignty, security and justice - and will trace their history, meanings and practices in legal, political, and cultural 
contexts in the region. The course will draw from the colonial legal history, ethnographies of courts and the study of 
postcolonial constitutions in South Asia.  

 
Legal 397WL | Special Topics- Women and the Law        TuTh 1:00 - 2:15pm 
3 Credits 
Jennifer Nye 
 
This course examines the legal status of women in the United States, focusing specifically on the 20th and 21st 
centuries. How has the law used gender, sex, sexuality, and race to legally enforce the inequality between women 
and men ( and among women)? We will examine the legal arguments feminists have sued to advocate for legal 
change and how these arguments have changed over time, paying specific attention to debates about whether to 
make legal arguments based on formal equality, substantive equality, liberty, or privacy. We will also consider the 
pros and cons of using the law to advocate for social justice. Specific issues that may be covered include the civil 
and political participation of women (voting, jury service), employment discrimination, intimate relationships, 
reproduction, contraception and abortion, violence against women, women as criminal defendants, and women as 
law students, lawyers and judges. 

 
Legal 432| Environmental Justice                                                                    Tu | 4:00pm – 6:30pm 
Leah Wing 
3 credits  
This course provides an exploration of the environmental justice (EJ) movement. Central to our study is an 
examination of environmental degradation, inequality in exposure to pollution in relationship to racism and poverty, 
and globalization's effect on international environmental injustices. We critically analyze the role of grassroots 
activism, the law, and alternative dispute resolution methods used to redress environmental injustices. Coursework 
relies on relevant interdisciplinary scholarship, case studies, and engaged in-class simulations.

 

Legal 450 | Legal Research and Writing              Sect 01 MW | 2:30 – 3:45pm 
Marissa Carrere        Sect 02 TuTh | 11:30 – 12:45pm 
3 credits                                                                                                                      Junior Year Writing 
  

This course is designed to help students improve their ability to analyze and write about complicated legal issues. 
You should expect to do a lot of writing in this course. You will learn how to read and understand court opinions 
and how to find your way around a law library. Writing assignments include your own resume and a job application 
letter, case briefs, memoranda, OP-ED essays, and a research paper. These assignments are written from the 
perspective of a lay person writing to another lay person. 
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