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OBAMA’S  
FIRST TERM JUDICIARY

PICKING JUDGES IN THE MINEFIELD OF OBSTRUCTIONISM
Selection and confirmation processes of lower federal court judges during President Obama’s 

first term are overshadowed by unprecedented levels of obstruction and delay but also 
unprecedented success, despite all the obstacles, of diversifying the federal bench.

by SHELDON GOLDMAN, ELLIOT SLOTNICK, and SARA SCHIAVONI
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An Initial Assessment

TABLE 1.

 Congress District Courts Appeals Courts

 95th 48/49 12/12
 (1977-78) 97.9% 100.0%

 96th 154/168 44/48
 (1979-80) 91.7% 91.7%

 97th 68/69 19/19
 (1981-82) 98.6% 100.0%

 98th 61/75 12/15
 (1983-84) 81.3% 80.0%

 99th 95/100 32/32
 (1985-86) 95.0% 100.0%

 100th 66/78 15/23
 (1987-88) 84.6% 65.2%

 101st 48/50 18/19
 (1989-90) 96.0% 94.7%

 102nd 100/143 19/30
 (1991-92) 69.9% 63.3%

 103rd 107/118 18/21
 (1993-94) 90.7% 85.7%

 104th 62/85 11/19
 (1995-96) 72.9% 57.9%

 105th 79/94 19/28
 (1997-98) 84.0% 67.9%

 106th 57/83 13/32
 (1999-00) 68.7% 40.6%

 107th 83/98 16/31
 (2001-02) 84.7% 51.6%

 108th 85/94 18/34
 (2003-04) 90.4% 52.9%

 109th 35/64 15/26
 (2005-06) 54.7% 57.7%

 110th 58/79 10/22 
 (2007-08) 73.4% 45.5%

 111th 44/78 15/22
 (2009-10) 56.4% 68.2%

 112th 97/127 12/21
 (2011-12) 76.4% 57.1%
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TABLE 2.

 Congress Senate Majority President/Party Index

 95th (1977-78) Democrat Carter (Democrat) 0.0000

 96th (1979-80) Democrat Carter (Democrat) 0.0750

 97th (1981-82) Republican Reagan (Republican) 0.0000

 98th (1983-84) Republican Reagan (Republican) 0.0545

 99th (1985-86) Republican Reagan (Republican) 0.1364

 100th (1987-88) Democrat Reagan (Republican) 0.2800

 101st (1989-90) Democrat GHW Bush (Republican) 0.0488

 102nd (1991-92) Democrat GHW Bush (Republican) 0.3465

 103rd (1993-94) Democrat Clinton (Democrat) 0.0375

 104th (1995-96) Republican Clinton (Democrat) 0.3780

 105th (1997-98) Republican Clinton (Democrat) 0.5000

 106th (1999-00) Republican Clinton (Democrat) 0.4722

 107th (2001-02) Democrat W. Bush (Republican) 0.2432

 108th (2003-04) Republican W. Bush (Republican) 0.3516

 109th (2005-06) Republican W. Bush (Republican) 0.4400

 110th (2007-08) Democrat W. Bush (Republican) 0.5079

 111th (2009-10) Democrat Obama (Democrat) 0.5088

 112th (2011-12) Democrat Obama (Democrat) 0.8716

Note: The Index is only for nominations to lifetime appointments to the district courts. Territorial district courts with set terms are excluded.

Index is calculated as the number of nominations unconfirmed plus the number of nominations that took more than 180 days from nomination 
to confirmation. It ranges from 0.0000, which indicates the complete absence of obstruction and/or delay, to 1.0000, which indicates complete 
obstruction and/or delay. Nominations made after July 1 of the second session of each Congress are excluded from the Index.
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TABLE 3.

 Congress Senate Majority President/Party Index

 95th (1977-78) Democrat Carter (Democrat) 0.0000

 96th (1979-80) Democrat Carter (Democrat) 0.0682

 97th (1981-82) Republican Reagan (Republican) 0.0000

 98th (1983-84) Republican Reagan (Republican) 0.1429

 99th (1985-86) Republican Reagan (Republican) 0.0690

 100th (1987-88) Democrat Reagan (Republican) 0.4762

 101st (1989-90) Democrat GHW Bush (Republican) 0.0625

 102nd (1991-92) Democrat GHW Bush (Republican) 0.5000

 103rd (1993-94) Democrat Clinton (Democrat) 0.0625

 104th (1995-96) Republican Clinton (Democrat) 0.5263

 105th (1997-98) Republican Clinton (Democrat) 0.6932

 106th (1999-00) Republican Clinton (Democrat) 0.7931

 107th (2001-02) Democrat W. Bush (Republican) 0.8387

 108th (2003-04) Republican W. Bush (Republican) 0.6176

 109th (2005-06) Republican W. Bush (Republican) 0.7308

 110th (2007-08) Democrat W. Bush (Republican) 0.6500

 111th (2009-10) Democrat Obama (Democrat) 0.6500

 112th (2011-12) Democrat Obama (Democrat) 0.9524

The Index is only for nominations to courts of appeals of general jurisdiction. This means that the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit 
is excluded. The Index for the 107th Congress excludes the nominations made by President Clinton shortly before leaving office that were 
subsequently withdrawn by President Bush.

Index is calculated as the number of nominations unconfirmed plus the number of nominations that took more than 180 days from nomination 
to confirmation. It ranges from 0.0000, which indicates the complete absence of obstruction and/or delay, to 1.0000, which indicates complete 
obstruction and/or delay. Nominations made after July 1 of the second session of each Congress are excluded from the Index.
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A Tale of Two Congresses
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Judicial Selection in a Sea of 
Frustration
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Judicial Selection within the Obama 
Administration
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Senators and Blue Slips
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Ideology, Diversity, and the Obama 
Record
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Interest Groups and Judicial Selection
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The Judiciary Committee, the Senate 
Leadership, and the Troops
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PARTISAN MAKEUP  
OF THE BENCH

District Courts
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Courts of Appeals

TABLE 1.

 District Courts Courts of Appeals
 Active Senior Active Senior
 % N % N % N % N

Obama 21.1 140 * 0.0 0 16.2 27 0.0 0

Bush, G.W. 36.6 243 0.7 3 31.7 53 1.9 2

Clinton 22.1 147 24.8 101 25.1 42 10.7 11

Bush 7.2 48 14.3 58 6.0 10 18.4 19

Reagan 5.0 33 30.5 124 9.6 16 35.0 36

Carter 0.75 5 18.4 75 3.0 5 18.4 19

Ford 0.15 1 2.2 9 0.6 1 2.9 3

Nixon 0.15 1 7.1 29 - - 8.7 9

Johnson 0.15 1 1.5 6 - - 3.9 4

Kennedy -  0.5 2 - - 0.0 0

Vacancies 6.8 45   7.8 13  

TOTAL 100.0% 664 * 100.0% 407 100% 167 100.0% 103

* This number differs from the total number of district court judges appointed by Obama because one of Obama’s district court judges was elevated to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals.
**Does not include temporary District Court judgeships. (Percentages were rounded to 100%.)

 2011 2013

District Courts  D 37.3% 44.1% 
 R 52.5% 49.1%
 Vacancies 10.1% 6.8%

Courts of Appeal D 40.1% 44.3%
 R 51.5% 47.9%
 Vacancies 8.4% 7.8%

Overall D 37.9% 44.1%
 R 52.3% 48.9%
 Vacancies 9.7% 7.0% 

Overall  D 42.0% 47.5% 
(not including vacancies) R 58.0% 52.5%



24 JUDICATURE   !    JULY  /  AUGUST  2013    !    VOL  97  NO 1

!



WWW.AJS .ORG   !    JUDICATURE 25



26 JUDICATURE   !    JULY  /  AUGUST  2013    !    VOL  97  NO 1



WWW.AJS .ORG   !    JUDICATURE 27

Filibusters, Cloture, and Changing the 
Rules of the Game
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The D.C. Circuit Court of Appeals



30 JUDICATURE   !    JULY  /  AUGUST  2013    !    VOL  97  NO 1



WWW.AJS .ORG   !    JUDICATURE 31

DIVERSITY OF THE BENCH
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TABLE 1.

  African Hispanic Asian 
President Women American American American Openly Gay
 # %* # %* # %* # %* # %*

F. Roosevelt 1 0.5 — — — — — — — —

Truman 1 0.8 1 0.8 — — — — — —

Eisenhower — — — — — — — — — —

Kennedy 1 0.8 3 2.4 1 0.8 1 0.8 — —

Johnson  3 1.8 10 5.9 3 1.8 — — — —

Nixon  1 0.4 6 2.6 2 0.9 1 0.4 — —

Ford  1 1.5 3 4.6 1 1.5 2 3.1 — —

Carter 40 15.5 37 14.3 16 6.2 2 0.8 — —

Reagan 29   7.8  7 1.9 15 4.0 2 0.5 — —

G.H.W. Bush 36 19.3 13 7.0 8 4.3 — — — —

Clinton 108 29.3 61 6.6 25 6.8 5 1.4 1 <1 

W.  Bush 69 21.4 24 7.5 30 9.3 4 1.0 — —

Obama 70 41.2 30 17.7 20 11.8 12 7.1 3 1.7

*Percentage of total number of appointees to lifetime judgeships on courts of general jurisdiction (U.S. district courts, U.S. appeals courts, and the U.S. Supreme Court). 

District Courts
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Courts of Appeals

TABLE 2.

 2009 2013
 %                  N   %                 N                % Increase
U.S. District Courts

Women 25.0* 166 27.9* 185 11.4

African American 11.4 76 11.4 76 0.0

Hispanic 7.2 48 8.4 56 16.7

Asian American 1.2 8 2.3 15 87.5

Openly Gay 0.2 1 0.5 3 200

U.S. Courts of Appeals

Women 26.9** 45 28.1** 47 4.4

African American 8.3 14 12.6 21 50.0

Hispanic 7.2 12 7.2 12 0.0

Asian American 0.0 0 1.2 2 200

U.S. Supreme Court

Women 11.1*** 1 22.2*** 3 200

African American 11.1 1 11.1 1 0.0

Hispanic 0.0 0 11.1 1 100

All three court levels

Women 25.2 212 28.0 235 10.8

African American 10.8 91 11.7 98 7.7

Hispanic 7.1 60 8.2 69 15.0

Asian American 1.0 8 2.0 17 112.5

Openly Gay 0.1 1 0.4 3 200

Total  nontraditional 38.8 326 **** 42.1  354**** 8.6 ****

*Out of 664 authorized lifetime positions on the U.S. district courts.  Some double counting is inevitable.  In 2013, 56 women were also either 
African American, Hispanic, Asian American, or Openly Gay.  Judge Cathy Bissoon (Western District of Pennsylvania) identifies as both Hispanic 
and Asian American.  She is included in both ethnicity categories but is only included once for the purposes of calculating total nontraditional 
judges.
**Out of 167 authorized lifetime positions on the numbered circuits and the U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit, all courts 
of general jurisdiction.  Some double counting is inevitable.  In 2013, 11 women also were either African American or Hispanic. 
***Out of nine authorized positions on the U.S. Supreme Court. One woman was also Hispanic.
****Totals and percentages do not double count those who were classified in more than one category. 
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District Courts Aggregated by Circuit

TABLE 3.

Circuit % Female,  % African American,  % African American,  % Hispanic,  % Hispanic, 
 District Courts General Population District Courts General Population District Courts

First.1 25.9 7.7 3.7 32.3 22.2

First.2 * 25.0 6.0 5.0 8.2 0.0

Second 40.7 16.1 14.8 16.9 3.7

Third 28.3 13.0 15.1 10.8 9.4

Fourth 27.3 22.7 20.0 7.5 0.0

Fifth 31.2 17.3 10.4 30.3 19.5

Sixth 16.9 13.3 15.3 3.9 0.0

Seventh 23.8 11.5 4.8 11.3 4.8

Eighth 35.7 8.0 14.3 5.1 0.0

Ninth 31.3 5.5 8.3 30.0 14.6

Tenth 29.7 4.5 8.1 18.1 16.2

Eleventh 33.9 22.1 12.9 16.2 8.1

D.C. 35.7 50.6 28.6 9.5 7.1

Data on 2012 general population compiled from: http://www.census.gov/popest/data/state/asrh/2011/SC-EST2011-03.html
*  Excluding Puerto Rico 
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Influencing Factors

!
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Lame Duck Confirmations
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District Court Appointees
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TABLE 4.

 112th Congress 111th Congress
 % (N) % (N)

Occupation 
Politics/government 17.5% (17) 11.4% (5)
Judiciary 46.4% (45) 52.3% (23)
Large law firm
  100+ members 10.3% (10) 9.1%  (4)
  50-99 4.1% (4) — — 
  25-49 2.1% (2) 4.5% (2)
Medium-size firm
  10-24 members   2.1% (2) 4.5% (2)
  5-9 7.2% (7) 9.1% (4) 
Small firm
  2-4 members 6.2% (6) 4.5%  (2)
  Solo 3.1% (3) —  —
Professor of law — — 2.3% (1)
Other 1.0% (1) 2.3%  (1)
Experience
Judicial 49.5% (48) 54.5% (24)
Prosecutorial 46.4% (45) 40.9% (18)
Neither 25.8% (25) 29.5% (13) 
Undergraduate education
Public 41.2% (40) 45.5% (20)
Private 35.1% (34) 40.9% (18) 
Ivy League 23.7% (23)  13.6% (6)
Law school education
Public 43.3% (42) 45.5% (20)
Private 37.1% (36) 31.8% (14)
Ivy League 19.6% (19) 22.7% (10)
Gender
Male 65.0% (63) 45.05% (20)
Female 35.0% (34) 54.5% (24)
Ethnicity/race
White 70.1% (68) 59.1% (26)
African American 11.3% (11) 25.0% (11)
Hispanic 14.4% (14) 4.5% (2)
Asian 4.1% (4) 11.4% (5)
Percentage white male 46.4% (45) 31.8% (14)
ABA rating
Well qualified 57.7% (56) 75.0% (33)
Qualified 42.0% (41) 25.0% (11)
Political identification
Democrat 84.5% (82) 88.6% (39)
Republican  5.1% (5) — —
None 10.3% (10) 11.4%  (5)
Past party activism 44.3% (43) 54.5% (24)
Net worth
Under $200,000  6.2% (6) 2.3% (1)  
$200-499,999  10.3% (10) 9.1% (4)
$500-999,999 12.4% (12) 22.7%  (10)
$1+ million 71.1% (69) 65.9% (29)
Average age at nomination 50.9  49.8
Total number of appointees  97  44
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TABLE 5.

 Nontraditional appointees* Traditional appointees
 % (N) % (N)

Occupation 
Politics/government 19.0% (16) 10.5% (6)
Judiciary 52.4% (44) 42.1% (24)
Large law firm
  100+ members 9.5% (8) 10.5% (6)
  50-99 1.2% (1) 5.3% (3) 
  25-49 2.4% (2) 3.5% (2)
Medium-size firm
  10-24 members   2.4% (2) 3.5% (2)
  5-9 6.0% (5) 10.5% (6) 
Small firm
  2-4 members 3.6% (3) 8.8% (5)
  Solo 1.2% (1) 3.5% (2)
Professor of law 1.2% (1) — —
Other 1.2% (1) 1.8% (1) 
Experience
Judicial 54.8% (46) 45.6% (26)
Prosecutorial 44.0% (37) 45.6% (26)
Neither 22.6% (19) 33.3% (19) 
Undergraduate education
Public 47.6% (40) 35.1% (20)
Private 34.5% (29) 40.4% (23) 
Ivy League 17.9% (15) 24.6% (15)
Law school education
Public 52.4% (44) 31.6% (18)
Private 26.2% (22) 49.2% (28)
Ivy League 21.4% (18) 19.3% (11)
Gender
Male 31.0% (26) 100.0% (57)
Female 69.0% (58) — —
Ethnicity/race
White 44.0% (37) 100.0% (57)
African American 26.2% (22) —  —
Hispanic 19.0% (16) — —
Asian 10.7% (9) — —
ABA rating
Well qualified 54.8% (46) 75.4% (43)
Qualified 45.2% (38) 24.6% (14)
Political identification
Democrat 85.7% (72) 86.0%  (49)
Republican  — — 8.8% (5)
None 14.3% (12) 5.3% (3)
Past party activism 39.3% (33) 59.7% (34)
Net worth
Under $200,000  7.1% (6) 1.8% (1)  
$200-499,999  10.7% (9)  8.8% (5)
$500-999,999 15.5% (13) 15.8% (9)
$1+ million 66.7% (56) 73.7% (42)
Average age at nomination 49.2  52.7
Total number of appointees  84  57

*Included in the nontraditional category are two openly gay white males.
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TABLE 6.

 Obama W. Bush Clinton Bush Reagan 
 % (N) % (N) % (N) % (N) % (N)

Occupation
Politics/government 15.6% (22) 13.4% (35) 11.5% (35) 10.8% (16) 13.4% (39)
Judiciary 48.2% (68) 48.3% (126) 48.2% (147) 41.9% (62) 36.9% (107)
Large law firm
  100+ members 9.9% (14) 9.2% (24) 6.6% (20) 10.8% (16) 6.2% (18)
  50-99 2.8% (4) 5.0% (13) 5.2% (16) 7.4% (11) 4.8% (14)
  25-49 2.8% (4) 4.6% (12) 4.3% (13) 7.4% (11) 6.9% (20)
Medium-size firm
  10-24 members 2.8% (4)  5.0% (13) 7.2% (22) 8.8% (13) 10.0% (29)
  5-9 7.8% (11) 5.0% (13) 6.2% (19) 6.1% (9) 9.0% (26)
Small firm
  2-4 members 5.7% (8) 4.2% (11) 4.6% (14) 3.4% (5) 7.2% (21)
  Solo 2.1% (3) 1.9% (5) 3.6% (11) 1.4% (2) 2.8% (8)
Professor of law 0.7% (1) 1.1% (3) 1.6% (5) 0.7% (1) 2.1% (6)
Other 1.4% (2) 2.3% (6) 1.0% (3) 1.4% (2) 0.7% (2) 
Experience
Judicial 51.1% (72) 52.1% (136) 52.1% (159) 46.6% (69) 46.2% (134)
Prosecutorial  44.7% (63) 47.1% (123) 41.3% (126) 39.2% (58) 44.1% (128)
Neither 27.0% (38) 24.9% (65) 28.9% (88) 31.8% (47) 28.6% (83)
Undergraduate education 
Public 42.6% (60) 47.1% (123) 44.3% (135) 46.0% (68) 37.9% (110) 
Private 36.9% (52) 45.2% (118) 42.0% (128) 39.9% (59) 48.6% (141)
Ivy League 20.6% (29) 7.7% (20) 13.8% (42) 14.2% (21) 13.4% (39)
Law school education
Public 44.0% (62) 49.0% (128) 39.7% (121) 52.7% (78) 44.8% (130)
Private 35.5% (50) 39.1% (102) 40.7% (124) 33.1% (49) 43.4% (126)
Ivy League 20.6% (29) 11.9% (31) 19.7% (60) 14.2% (21) 11.7% (34)
Gender
Male  58.9% (83) 79.3% (207) 71.5% (218) 80.4% (119) 91.7% (266)  
Female 41.1% (58) 20.7% (54) 28.5% (87) 19.6% (29) 8.3%  (24)
Ethnicity/race
White 66.7% (94) 81.2% (212) 75.1% (229) 89.2% (132) 92.4% (268)
African American 15.6% (22) 6.9% (18)  17.4% (53)  6.8% (10) 2.1% (6)
Hispanic 11.3% (16) 10.3% (27) 5.9% (18) 4.0% (6) 4.8% (14)
Asian 6.4% (9) 1.5% (4) 1.3% (4)  — — 0.7% (2)
Native American — — — — 0.3% (1) — — — —  
Percentage white male  41.8% (59) 67.4% (176) 52.4% (160) 73.0% (108) 84.8% (246)
ABA rating
EWQ/WQ 63.1% (89) 70.1% (183) 59.0% (180) 57.4% (85) 53.5% (155)
Qualified 36.9% (52) 28.4% (74) 40.0% (122) 42.6% (63) 46.6% (135)
Not Qualified — — 1.5% (4) 1.0% (3)  — — — —
Political identification
Democrat  85.8% (121) 8.0% (21) 87.5% (267)  6.1% (9) 4.8% (14)
Republican 3.5% (5) 83.1% (217) 6.2% (19) 88.5%  (131) 91.7%  (266)
Other — — — — 0.3% (1)  — — —  —
None 10.6% (15) 8.8% (23) 5.9% (18) 5.4% (8) 3.4% (10)
Past party activism 47.5% (67) 52.5% (137) 50.2% (153) 64.2% (95) 60.3%  (175)
Net worth 
Under $200,000  5.0% (7) 5.0% (13) 13.4% (41) 10.1% (15) 17.9%  (52)
$200-499,999 9.9% (14) 18.0% (47) 21.6% (66) 31.1% (46) 37.6%  (109)
$500-999,999 15.6% (22) 21.8% (57) 26.9% (82) 26.4% (39) 21.7% (63)
$1+ million  69.5% (98) 55.2% (144) 38.0% (116) 32.4% (48) 22.8% (66)
Average age at nomination 50.6  50.1  49.5  48.2  48.6
Total number of appointees 141  261  305  148  290
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Appeals Court Nominees

TABLE 7.

 112th Congress 111th Congress
 % (N) % (N)

Occupation 
Politics/government — — 6.7% (1)
Judiciary 66.7% (8) 80.0% (12)
Large law firm
  100+ members 8.3% (1) — —
  50-99 — — — — 
  25-49 — — — —
Medium-size firm
  10-24 members   8.3% (1) 6.7% (1)
  5-9 — — — — 
Small firm
  2-4 members — — — —
  Solo — — — —
Professor of law 8.3% (1) 6.7% (1)
Other 8.3% (1) — —
Experience
Judicial 66.7% (8) 80.0% (12)
Prosecutorial 50.0% (6) 73.3% (11)
Neither 8.3% (1) 6.7% (1) 
Undergraduate education
Public 33.3% (4) 13.3% (2)
Private 41.7% (5) 33.3% (5) 
Ivy League 25.0% (3) 53.3%  (8)
Law school education
Public 50.0% (6) 20.0% (3)
Private 25.0% (3) 53.3% (8)
Ivy League 25.0% (3) 26.7% (4)
Gender
Male 58.3% (7) 66.7%  (10)
Female 41.7% (5) 33.3% (5)
Ethnicity/race
White 58.3% (7) 46.7% (7)
African American 25.0% (3) 33.3% (5)
Hispanic 8.3% (1) 13.3% (2)
Asian 8.3% (1)  6.7%  (1)
Percentage white male 33.3% (4) 26.7% (4)
ABA rating
Well qualified 75.0% (9) 66.7% (10)
Qualified 25.0% (3) 33.3% (5)
Political identification
Democrat 83.3% (10) 93.3% (14)
Republican  — — — —
None 16.7% (2)  6.7% (1)
Past party activism 25.0% (3) 40.0% (6)
Net worth
Under $200,000  16.7% (2) 6.7% (1) 
$200-499,999  8.3% (1) 20.0% (3)
$500-999,999 8.3% (1) 13.3%  (2)
$1+ million 66.7% (8) 60.0% (9)
Average age at nomination 53.3  53.7
Total number of appointees  12  15 

Note that statistics are for lifetime appointments to courts of general jurisdiction.  
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TABLE 8.

 Obama W. Bush Clinton Bush Reagan 
 % (N) % (N) % (N) % (N) % (N)

Occupation
Politics/government 3.7% (1) 18.6% (11) 6.6% (4) 10.8% (4) 6.4% (5)
Judiciary 74.1% (20) 49.1% (29) 52.5% (32) 59.5% (22) 55.1% (43)
Large law firm
  100+ members 3.7% (1) 5.1% (3) 11.5% (7) 8.1% (3) 5.1% (4)
  50-99 — — 6.8%  (4) 3.3% (2) 8.1% (3) 2.6% (2)
  25-49 — — — — 3.3% (2) — — 6.4% (5)
Medium-size firm
  10-24 members 7.4% (2) 6.8% (4) 9.8% (6) 8.1% (3)  3.9% (3)
  5-9 — — — — 3.3% (2) 2.7% (1) 5.1% (4) 
Small firm 
  2-4 members — — 1.7% (1) 1.6% (1) — — 1.3% (1)
  Solo — — 1.7% (1)  — —  —  — — —
Professor 7.4% (2) 6.8% (4) 8.2% (5) 2.7% (1) 12.8% (10)
Other 3.7% (1) 3.4% (2) — — — — 1.3%  (1)
Experience
Judicial 74.1% (20)  61.0% (36)  59.0% (36) 62.2% (23) 60.3%  (47)
Prosecutorial 63.0% (17) 33.9% (20) 37.7% (23) 29.7% (11) 28.2% (22)
Neither 7.4% (2) 25.4% (15) 29.5% (18) 32.4% (12) 34.6%  (27)
Undergraduate education
Public 22.2% (6)  35.6% (21) 44.3% (27) 29.7% (11) 24.4% (19)
Private 37.0% (10) 47.4% (28) 34.4% (21) 59.5% (22) 51.3% (40)
Ivy League 40.7% (11) 17.9% (10) 21.3% (13) 10.8% (4) 24.4% (19)
Law school education
Public 33.3% (9) 39.0% (23) 39.3% (24) 32.4% (12) 41.0% (32)
Private 40.7% (11) 35.6% (21) 31.1% (19) 37.8% (14) 35.9% (28)
Ivy League 25.9% (7) 25.4% (15) 29.5% (18) 29.7% (11) 23.1% (18)
Gender
Male 63.0% (17) 74.6% (44) 67.2% (41) 81.1% (30) 94.9%  (74)
Female 37.0% (10) 25.4%  (15) 32.8% (20) 18.9% (7) 5.1% (4)
Ethnicity/race
White  52.0% (14)  84.7% (50) 73.8% (45) 89.2% (33) 97.4% (76)
African American 29.6% (8) 10.2% (6) 13.1%  (8)  5.4% (2) 1.3%  (1) 
Hispanic 11.1% (3) 5.1% (3) 11.5% (7) 5.4% (2) 1.3%  (1) 
Asian 7.4% (2) — — 1.6% (1)  — — — —
Percentage white male 29.6% (8) 64.4% (38) 49.2% (30) 70.3% (26) 92.3% (72)
ABA rating
EWQ/WQ 70.4% (19) 71.2% (42) 78.7% (48) 64.9% (24) 59.0% (46)
Qualified 29.6% (8) 28.8% (17) 21.3% (13) 35.1% (13) 41.0% (32)
Political identification
Democrat 88.9% (24) 6.8% (4) 85.2% (52) 2.7% (1) — —
Republican — — 91.5% (54)  6.6% (4) 89.2% (33) 96.2%  (75)
Other — — —  —       — —   —  — 1.3% (1)
None 11.1% (3) 1.7% (1) 8.2% (5) 8.1% (3) 2.6% (2)
Past party activism 33.3% (9) 67.8% (40) 54.1% (33) 70.3% (26) 66.7% (52)
Net worth
Under $200,000 11.1% (3) 5.1% (3) 4.9% (3) 5.4% (2) 15.6%*  (12)
$200-499,999 14.8% (4) 16.9% (10) 14.8% (9) 29.7% (11) 32.5%  (25)
$500-999,999 11.1% (3) 27.1% (16) 29.5% (18) 21.6% (8) 35.1% (27)
$1+ million 63.0% (17) 50.8% (30) 50.8% (31) 43.2% (16) 16.9%  (13)
Average age at nomination 53.5  49.6  51.2  48.7  50.0 
Total number of appointees  27  59  61  37  78

*Net worth was unavailable for one appointee.

Note that the two recess appointments by W. Bush and one by Clinton are not included in the statistics.

Note that statistics are for lifetime appointments to courts of general jurisdiction.
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What Lies Ahead
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