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Your Donations Make an
Important Difference!
Your gift allows us to accomplish all that is
listed in this report. You enable us to launch
new programming, improve our student
support services, and cultivate out-of-classroom
experiences for our majors. You support cuttingedge research in the social sciences and allow
our faculty and graduate students to tackle some
of the big questions in politics today. You help make
college more affordable with dozens of scholarship
awards; and you prepare a new cohort of critical
thinkers, superb writers, and savvy analysts to enter
the workforce as qualified and thoughtful citizens.
Thank you!
Wondering how much to give? $4,500 can support
a summer mentoring, training, and research
experience for a PhD student; $1,500 can fund a
workshop for UMass Women into Leadership; $750
can aid student career exploration by funding a
networking event like Meet the Law or Leap into
Politics; $200 covers the cost of a student conference
registration; $75 can defer transportation costs for
members of our student clubs as they carpool to
tournaments. Whatever the amount, your donation
makes an important difference! Thank you. Thank
you. Thank you!

Support Political Science and Legal Studies today: umass.edu/give

Top left: Professor Emeritus
Edwin Gere (left) and alumnus Steve Etkin ’81 (right)
pose with Gabrielle Cook
’15, the 2014 Gere Scholar.
Top right: Audrey Coulter
’14 takes a break from the
Student Conference on
US Affairs at West Point.
Middle: Professor Emeritus
Ethan Katsh and Senior
Lecturer Leah Wing pose at
the original Facebook wall
after an online dispute resolution conference. Wing and Katsh serve as directors of the
UMass-based National Center for Technology and Dispute Resolution. Bottom: Meryl
Schneider ’14, Molly Shea ’14, and Lindsay Stone ’14 gather at graduation.

Thanks to you...
In Fiscal Year 2014, 406 alumni, faculty, students, and friends of Political Science and Legal Studies donated
$116,472! Of that, $1,680 was earmarked for out-of-classroom experiences like UMass Poll and UMass
Women into Leadership, $5,350 to support undergraduate internships, and $49,579 for endowed or named

undergraduate scholarships.
This past year, we gave out nearly $27,000 in scholarships to more than 40 students, and established 2
brand new scholarships. We funded travel for 18 students to attend conferences and present research; provided
summer funding for 9 graduate students to work on their dissertations; created 6 summer graduate research
assistantships and 52 semester undergraduate assistantships; sent 4 graduate students to intensive methodology
trainings; and hosted or co-sponsored more than 30 academic lectures and professional development events in
the department!
Your donation will let us do even more next year. To donate, please contact us at alumni@polsci.umass.edu
or visit us online at umass.edu/give.

We are pleased to introduce the first-ever Director of Legal Studies: Professor Paul M. Collins, Jr.
As director of the Legal Studies Program, Professor
Collins will work to shape the future of the popular
Legal Studies undergraduate major, which is home to
Paul M. Collins, Jr. joins
nearly 400 students.
the Department this fall as
“UMass has a long and celebrated history in legal Director of Legal Studies.
studies,” he says. “I am looking forward to working with students, faculty,
staff, and the administration in the Program’s next phase of development.
I am confident that together we can propel the Program into one of the
leading centers for legal studies in the country.”
Collins comes to the department as an already highly-accomplished
scholar. He has won multiple awards from the American Poitical Science
Association for his research on law and the courts.

Diversifying Our
Research Methods
UWiL Program Prepares New Generation
of Women for Public Leadership
We are proud to launch a new program to encourage and help
prepare new generations of women at the state’s flagship, public
university to become leaders in the Commonwealth -- and beyond
-- after graduation: UMass Women into Leadership (UWiL).
The program, which is open to all undergraduate female students
at UMass Amherst regardless of class year or major, is organized
around three central components: to raise awareness of the existence and causes of gender disparities in public service, to provide leadership training that will prepare women to enter public service careers, and to create mentoring
and networking programs to help participants launch their careers in public service.
“As the state’s flagship campus, we have a responsibility to prepare students to move into public service careers
where they can serve as leaders for the Commonwealth,” said UWiL Executive Director Michelle Gonçalves ’06G.
Women remain significantly underrepresented in American elected office. Less than 19 percent of U.S. senators
and members of the House of Representatives are women. Only one-in-four Massachusetts legislators are women,
and Massachusetts only elected its first female U.S. senator in 2013. UWiL will help to make sure UMass women
have the skills and confidence necessary to start changing these statistics.
“We have come so far in terms of women’s advancement in politics and public policy,” says Christina M. Knowles
‘05, UWiL co-chair and a Massachusetts political operative, “but we have a long way to go before we reach anything
resembling parity. UWiL is an incredible opportunity to expose women students to the importance of leadership in
public service and to give them the tools they need to succeed.” For more information, visit umass.edu/uwil.

UMass Political Science has long been
known for its emphasis on intra- and
inter-disciplinary collaborations. And
we’re proud to have made several new
hires this year to expand this effort.
In Fall 2014, we will welcome computational social scientist Meredith
Rolfe, comparativist and political
ethnographer Timothy Pachirat, Legal
Studies and public law scholar Paul M.
Collins, and political psychologist Scott
Blinder to our ranks as tenured and
tenure-track professors. Each new hire
helps to further situate us as a methodologically diverse department.
Indeed, our “Initiative,” as we call
it, encourages faculty and graduate
students to purposefully work across
subfields and disciplines to approach
some of today’s big issues in Political
Science, policy, and politics from multiple perspectives.
This approach has allowed us to build
on our strengths within fields to answer

Professionally Prepared
Political Scientists
When our students talk, we listen. So
when they said they needed more professional preparation for their post-graduation plans, we started brainstorming.
We overhauled our Undergraduate
Research Engagement Program to provide
50-plus hands-on research positions. In
doing so, we taught students how to
systematically approach questions and
thoughtfully articulate answers, while
also cultivating quantitative and qualitative skills for their resumes.
We tapped into the excitement and
generosity of our alums to create a
network of mentors and advisors for
our current students. We also instituted
regular “speed networking” events where
students can meet with alumni at various
stages of their careers to learn what a
typical career path might look like.
We welcomed public leaders into our
classrooms as adjunct instructors so
they could share their expertise about
the “real world.”
We launched a Life After UMass sem
inar where we helped students tailor
their resumes and cover letters and hone
their interviewing and networking skills.
And this is only the tip of the iceberg.
Help us professionally prepare our students by donating your time or resources. Contact us at psalumni@umass.edu

questions in new and exciting ways.
For instance, our campus-wide
Computational Social Science (CSS)
initiative, of which several of our
faculty are members, is a multidisciplinary research group designed
to explore the challenges and
opportunities presented by largescale data. These scholars are using
advanced computing techniques
to generate fundamentally new
understandings of political processes.
To cite yet another example, our
‘On Protest’ initiative brings together researchers from Political Science,
History, Sociology, Legal Studies, and
beyond to investigate protest movements around the
world.
A Befitting Honor
This diversity
Jane Fountain has been named
of scholarship is
Distinguished Professor, the highest
one of our dehonor bestowed upon full professors at
fining features -UMass. She is only one of four faculty to
one that we are
hold the title College-wide and the second
proud to expand
Distinguished Professor in the Department. Fountain diwith this year’s
rects the National Center for Digital Government and the
new faculty.
Science, Technology & Society Initiative on campus.

Honored for Distinguished
Teaching — Again!

Fellowships & Awards
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amel Ahmed, Best Book Award, European Politics and
Society section, American Political Science Association
Claire Brault, University Distinguished Teaching Award
Andrés Henao Castro, Karl Loewenstein Fellow
Bruce Desmarais, Best Paper Award, Political Networks Section, American Political Science Association
Jane Fountain, Federal Comp. Week Top Federal 100
Sheldon Goldman, Alumni Association Distinguished
Faculty Award
Alyssa Maraj Grahame, Fulbright Scholarship
Peter Haas, ISA Distinguished Scholar Award
Ray La Raja, Institute for Social Science Rsrch Fellow
Tatishe Nteta, Pi Sigma Alpha Outstanding Faculty &
Center for Research on Family Fellow
Elva Orozco-Mendoza, Joyce Berkman Award
Robert Samet, Wenner-Gren Grant for Engaged
Journalism
Michael Stein, Pi Sigma Alpha Outstanding TA
Melinda Tarsi, Armed Forces and Society Fellow

Hird Leading the Herd
Professor John A. Hird was named Interim Dean of the
College of Social and Behavioral Sciences (SBS) this year.
Prior to this, Hird was Senior Associate Dean for the College.
He served as chair of the Department of Political Science
for five years and was the founding director of the Center
for Public Policy and Administration. “Academic colleges
like SBS are only as strong as their departments, centers
and institutes, and we have some of the most dynamic and
interesting social science departments and institutes in the
country,” says Hird.

Judith Holmes
Achievement Award

Maire Callanan ’14 poses
with Judith Holmes after
receiving the first Judith
Holmes Achievement
Award

New PhDs

In honor of Professor Judith Holmes’
retirement, we were pleased to recognize Maire Callanan ’14 with a new
Judith Holmes Achievement Award.
The award recognized a student with
a demonstrated excellence in Legal
Studies and a strong commitment to
service to her community.

Congratulations to Drs. Timothy Delaune, Inkyoung Kim,
Nicklaus Laverty, Kevin Pallister, and Casey Stevens, all of
whom received their Ph.D.s this year.

International
Perspectives on
Climate Change
In conjunction with Five
College, Inc., the Department
hosted former United Nations (UN) policy advisor
Mukul Sanwal as a visiting lecturer for the Fall 2013
semester.
Mr. Sanwal is a leading expert on climate change
and sustainability and has a long and distinguished
career serving the Indian ministry and the UN.
As Joint Secretary in the Ministry of Environment
and Forests, he represented India in the negotiations leading to the Climate Change Convention,
the Forest Principles and Agenda 21, and cochaired the negotiation group that developed the
Rio Declaration in 1992.
While on campus, Mr. Sanwal taught the undergraduate Political Science course, “Global Politics
of Climate Change: North-South Relations,” and
worked on a book on the evolution of sustainable
development since 1972.
“I was eager to discuss differing perspectives on
a complex issue like climate change,” he said. His
classroom goal was straightforward: enable students to walk away from the class understanding
the importance of how an issue is framed. “With
climate change,” he says, “this is based on politics
and defined in terms of national interest, rather
than scientific or technical considerations.”

Practical Politics

Ph.D. candidate Claire Brault won the 2014
Distinguished Teaching Award (DTA). Brault,
who was raised in a family of teachers, has been
a teaching assistant for many of our general
education courses including Introduction to
Political Theory and World Politics, and she has
served as a sole-instructor for Feminist Theory and
Green Politics & Theory, a course she developed
based on her own dissertation research.
“We are thrilled that the University has once
again recognized the teaching excellence of our
students,” says Brian Schaffner, Department Chair. “Claire is
an exceptional teacher. She is not only an instructor for our
students, but also a mentor.” This is the second year in a row
that one of our Ph.D. students has won the award.

As a State Representative,
Aaron Vega (MA 5th Hampden
District) is always up for a challenge. And he is always looking for
ways to connect with his larger Western
Massachusetts community.
This fall, Rep. Vega combined both goals
by teaching “Massachusetts Legislature.” The
course explored the life of a legislator, from
the campaign trail to the State House.
“A large percentage of our students are
interested in state politics and have aspirations of
running for office themselves,” says Brian Schaffner,
Department Chair. “Giving them a chance to learn from
someone currently holding elected office was a tremendous opportunity.”
Vega says it is a learning opportunity for him, as well:
“I have been surprised at just how informed the students are about local and federal issues…And I joke that
they know more about Constitutional law than I do!”
Jokes aside, Vega’s class offers something traditional
courses do not: it allows students to extend and test
what they learn in textbooks to the sometimes messy
world of real-life politics. “I am showing these students
what the reality is,” says Vega.
“Moreover, it’s always good for elected officials to
connect with people and talk about why they ran, what
they are doing, and why they are civically engaged,” he
says. “I am grateful to be able to share my story.”

Amel Ahmed rebukes the claim that historical
democratization is a move toward inclusivity in
her new book Democracy and the Politics of
Electoral System Choice: Engineering Electoral Dominance (Cambridge, 2013). That claim
“results from too great a focus on the blatantly undemocratic measures used by elites
to resist democratic expansion and ignores the
many ways in which elites used the very institutions of democracy to safeguard their position in the
new democratic order,” she says. Instead Ahmed finds democratization to be inconsistent, contradictory, and, in some cases, exclusive.

Students Explore International Affairs
at United Nations
Claire Brault (right) poses
with her mentor, Prof.
Barbara Cruikshank, after
receiving the 2014 DTA.

New External Grants
•
•
•
•

•

Sonia Alvarez and Barbara Cruikshank, “On Protest: Latin
America in Comparative and Transnational Perspective,” Latin
American Studies Association, $15,000
Bruce Desmarais and John Hird, “Scientific Evidence in
Regulation and Governance,” National Science Foundation,
$527,232
Bruce Desmarais “Collaborative Research: Specification and
Estimation of Exponential Family Random Graph Models for
Weighted Networks,” National Science Foundation, $78,135
Hanna Wallach (Computer Science) and Bruce Desmarais, “III:
Small: Organizational Responsiveness to Open Outside Input:
A Modeling Approach based on Statistical Text and Network
Analysis,” National Science Foundation, $331,652
Ray La Raja and Brian Schaffner, “The Effect of Party-Centered
Campaign Finance Laws on American Politics,” William and Flora
Hewlett Foundation, $77,076

Research in Progress

Raymond La Raja examines the consequences of different types of campaign finance
laws for how politicians govern. With Brian
Schaffner, he is conducting the first 50-state
analysis of campaign finance laws in American
state legislative campaigns. Their research
shows that campaign finance laws that enable
parties to raise and spend unlimited amounts of
money tend to reduce polarization in legislatures,
while states that restrict what parties can raise and
spend tend to have higher levels of polarization. The study is supported by a Hewlett Foundation grant.

Having an Ambassador on your faculty brings
many perks, including the opportunity for student interaction with diplomats, foreign officials,
and professional staff at the United Nations (UN)
headquarters in New York.
Ambassador and Political Science Professor Armen Baibourtian led a trip to the UN as a part of
a growing series of professional development and
career preparatory activities this year.
“The trip was an opportunity to see the innerworkings of one of the world’s most well-known
and respected global organizations,” says Brian
Schaffner, Department Chair. “When Professor
Baibourtian offered to arrange the visit, we knew
it was something we could not pass up.”
Students first met with staff from the Office of
Human Resources Management where they were
briefed about internship and employment opportunities within the organization.
“Since many students interested in international
affairs or foreign service are curious about jobs
at the UN, I felt it was important for them to hear
first-hand about the requirements and expectations for working with the organization,” says
Ambassador Baibourtian.
Moreover, Ambassador Baibourtian wanted to
make sure the trip would be memorable. “For
most students, this was the first time they had
been to the UN,” he says.

Jesse Rhodes has found that parents of public
school students in states with more extensive and
stringent student assessment systems express
lower trust in government, less confidence in
government efficacy, and more negative views
of their children’s schools, thereby threatening
civic engagement and the potential for future
education reform. While previous studies have
examined how policies affect student achievement,
Rhodes’ research is the first to assess how they affect
the citizenship practices of public school parents—a key
education stakeholder.

In addition
to human resources officials,
students met with
senior officers in the
Departments of
Alex Schaffer ’14 and Nicole Berns ‘14 pose
Ambassador and Professor Armen
Political Affairs and with
Baibourtian at the United Nations.
Public Information
where they were exposed to the breadth of the UN
activities around the globe.
Ambassador Baibourtian also arranged for tours
of the UN Security, Economic, and Social Councils
and helped students practice their networking and
diplomatic skills through a luncheon at the UN Cafeteria. “One of my goals was to demonstrate to the
students how multifaceted the United Nations is,”
says the Ambassador.
Political Science student Alex Schaffer ’14 says he
accomplished that goal: “I think I had a very defined
vision of the UN,” he says. “And I went on the trip
because I wanted it to be verified. It turned out that
I was completely off base. It is a complex, intricate
power house of peace and it was eye opening to see
how many layers go into making the UN a functional
organization. Coming to that understanding was my
favorite part. With the Professor’s help, I think a lot
of us were able to understand how important the
United Nations really is.”

Charli Carpenter explores why certain global issues get
more policy attention than others in her new book,
“Lost” Causes: Agenda Vetting in Global Issue Networks and the Shaping of Human Security (Cornell,
2014). Network access, she says, directly relates
to the level of influence groups have in ranking
or setting global policy agendas. Her conclusions
are drawn from three case studies: the banning of
infant male circumcision; compensating the wartime
killing and maiming of civilians; and prohibiting the deployment of fully autonomous weapons.

